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The author of " Commerce and Chris- 
sociaiigm oi tianity," and of other works which imme- 

Destruction. J ' 

diately obtained a wide reading among 
the thoughtful of the English-speaking public, expressed 
his opinion of war as follows : " All who are capable of 
observing intelligently the course of international affairs 
cannot fail to perceive that nearly all the present-day 
wars are due to the selfishness on which their convenient 
system is based. Modern wars, as a rule, are the out- 
come of commercial rivalries and of the race for wealth 
which the Christian spirit and the Christian principle of 
having a care for the common good would absolutely 
extinguish." ("Commerce and Christianity," p. 119.) 
Again, in " The Social Horizon," p. 98 : " Our fighting 
establishments are relics of barbarism, fungus growths 
of the night, sucking out the sap of the social tree ; but 
they are destined to wither away as the rising sun of 
intelligence and righteousness smites upon them. They 
have played their part in the brutal stage of human 
development; but the time is coming when all their 
scientific deviltry will vanish, and the traditions of it 
will be but a bad dream. Meanwhile their socialism is 
a socialism of destruction, and anything inferential from 
it can have no proper application to the principle of 
joint, harmonious working in the paths of peaceful, 
productive industry." 



and magnanimity all the more remarkable is that at the 
time of the Peace of Wedmore he was only twenty-nine 
years of age. Surely the lust of conquest in the material 
world, the joy in battle, must still have been hot in his 
young veins. But whatever the temptation to keep 
sword in hand and helm on head, he passes from the 
fields of carnage, and in his thirtieth year begins his 
great work as a Prince of Peace." 



In his address at the King Alfred mille- 

of T Wedmore nar y serv * ce at Boston University, Prof. 

E. Charlton Black spoke as follows of 

Alfred's peace work during the second epoch of his life : 

" Throughout the second epoch of his life Alfred 
reigns a veritable Prince of Peace. The solemn treaty, 
or ' frith,' at Wedmore, stands like a great white column 
between these epochs of Alfred's life. No earthly con- 
querer ever had a grander memorial of victory. Com- 
pared with it, an Arch of Trajan or a Vendome pillar 
seems but a vulgar bit of self-advertisement. By the 
Peace of Wedmore Alfred's struggles to deliver his 
country from the Danes were ended gloriously and mag- 
nanimously. After his great march through Wiltshire 
and the wild fight at Edington, the Danish pirates and 
marauders were in his power. He was in a position to 
smite them hip and thigh. But mark the wisdom that 
comes of far, clear vision! He makes a compromise. 
He does exactly what William Ewart Gladstone did with 
the Boers some twenty years ago. What Alfred did — 
giving up all Northumbria, all East Anglia and much of 
Central England to the invaders — seemed like a sur- 
render of Britain, but the policy was that of a man of 
God ; and a man of God is a wise man who works along 
the lines of the Eternal Will. Alfred knew what a fatal 
legacy a bloody victory meant, a peace signed in warm, 
red human blood, and by bloodless treaty and politic 
moderation he won a conquest that prepared the way 
for a greater work than that involved in the deliverance 
of Wessex from the Dane. What makes Alfred's wisdom 



Brevities. 

. . . The British national anthem is selfish and bellig- 
erent enough as it is, but it is not imperialistic enough 
to suit the present condition of the country. Instead of 
running " God Save Our Gracious King," it is" being 
revised to read " God S ive our Lord the King." These 
were the words used in the first copies in 1743. It is 
quite fitting that they should be restored, as the nation 
has fallen back about 150 years in its character. 

. . . Hereafter Emperor William is to be the sole 
judge as to when a duel is necessary in the German 
army. Disputes are first to be submitted to a "court of 
honor." If the court decides that a fight is necessary, 
the case is then to be referred to the Emperor. If he 
declares that a "meeting" is unnecessary, nobody's 
"honor" can then be impugned. In other words, the 
Emperor is the seat of German " honor." It is all very 
queer and incomprehensible. 

. . . The Brazilian Chamber of deputies has ratified 
the treaty to submit to the King of Italy for arbitration 
the boundary question pending between Brazil and Brit- 
ish Guiana. 

. . . On December 19 Secretary Hay and Senor 
Zaldivar, the Salvadorian minister, signed the protocol 
for the submission to arbitration of the claim of the 
Salvadorian Commercial Company for damages sustained 
through the alleged appropriation of their concession of 
rights by the Salvadorian government. The claim is for 
half a million dollars. The arbitrators named are Chief 
Justice Henry Strong of Canada, Chief Justice David 
Castro of Salvador and Hon. Don M. Dickinson of 
Detroit. 

. . . Advices from St. Thomas indicate that there is 
strong objection among the inhabitants of the Danish 
West Indies to their being sold to the United States. 
No settled territory ought to have its sovereignty trans- 
ferred unless a clear majority of the people wish it so. 

. . . The ^London Chronicle says that a German mili- 
tary critic has been adding up the grand total of the 
continental armies, and finds that if we could have them 
drawn up on a war footing in one long procession, with 
guns and wagons, the column would reach entirely 
around the globe, and marching night and day would 
require nearly a year to pass a given point. 

. . . The Hamburg Peace Society has planned to hold 
two great public meetings during the winter in order to 
popularize more fully the idea of peace in that part of 
Germany. 

. . . The Lombard Peace Union, Milan, Italy, has 
just published its thirteenth annual illustrated almanac. 
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The booklet has more than one hundred pages, and is 
full of information about the peace propaganda and 
many other subjects of the time. Many leading Italians, 
and some others, have assisted in preparing the material 
for it. 

. . . Dr. Hykes, Agent of the American Bible Society 
in China, writes in the Annual Report of the Society 
just published: "From Hangku to Tientsin, 30 miles, 
not a town or village, not even a farmhouse, was left 
standing, and very few of them have been rebuilt. The 
country is a desolation and a terrible object lesson of the 
horrors of war." 

. . . Our government has found that it can justly ask 
China to pay only seven millions of the twenty-five 
millions fixed upon in the protocol as indemnity. In- • 
creased evidence goes to show that the European powers 
were moved in their demands upon China by as base 
and unworthy motives as can well be conceived. They 
will some day reap as they have sown. 

. . . " When people become more enlightened, and re- 
sume the right of disposing of themselves, of their blood, 
and their treasure, they will learn by degrees to regard 
war as the most dreadful of calamities, the most terrible 
of crimes. By degrees commercial prejudices will die 
away ; a false mercantile interest will lose the terrible 
power of imbruing the earth with blood, and of ruining 
nations under the guise of enriching them." — Condor- 
cet, 18th century. 

. . . The Pennsylvania Peace Society held its thirty- 
fifth anniversary at Philadelphia on the 3d of December. 
Addresses were made by Ernest H. Crosby, Rev. Floyd 
W. Tomkins, Hezekiah Butterworth, Andrew J. Palm, 
and Judge William N. Ashman, president of the society. 
A set of ten vigorous and timely resolutions was adopted 
advocating the abolition of war, and expressing great 
appreciation of the progress of arbitration, the setting 
up of the Hague Court, etc. Judge Ashman was re- 
elected president of the Society. 

. . . The new Philippine tariff puts in force the Taft 
Commission law in the Philippine ports and the Dingley 
law in those in the United States into which the products 
of the Islands shall come, but provides that the net duties 
collected there and the gross amount collected in our home 
ports shall not go into the general United States treasury, 
but shall be held as a sepai ate fund to be used for the gov- 
ernment and benefit of those Islands. Taxing a people 
for their own benefit, without giving them any voice in 
the matter, is a part of the new American imperialistic 
slave doctrine. 

. . . All over Europe the movement of opinion in be- 
half of the ending of the South African war by means of 
arbitration is constantly widening and deepening. There 
has never before in history been anything like it. It is 
evidence of the remarkable growth of opposition to 
war, for, while some of it may proceed from dislike of 
England, most of it has deeper and truer motives. 

. . . Mr. Renaud, in a work entitled " Die Finanzielle 
Mobilmachung der Deutschen Wehrkraft," recently 
published, estimates that the German army, if it were 
all mobilized, would cost sixty-one million marks (fifteen 



million dollars) per day, or . twenty-two billions of marks 
(more than five billions of dollars) in a year. 

. . . Between five and six thousand Nonconformist 
ministers in England have signed a memorial to the gov- 
ernment in behalf of peace in South Africa, and asking 
that the Boers be granted autonomy, amnesty and an 
equitable indemnity. 



Correspondence. 



A Voice from Hawaii. 

G. D. L. of Honolulu, Hawaii, in a letter dated 
November 25, enclosing a money order for a life mem- 
bership in the American Peace Society, writes, among 
other things, as follows : 

" I desire to thank you for sending them (pamphlets 
and copy of the Advocate of Pkack), and to express 
my appreciation of the work your Society is doing. 
Certainly it behooves every man who loves his country 
and humanity to be up and doing in -these times when 
the spirit of lawlessness and war seems to be so preva- 
lent in our own country and throughout the world. We 
would naturally turn to the great church organizations, 
and expect them to be foremost iu educating the people 
in opposition to this war spirit. But the attitude of the 
churches is most discouraging, and the experience ot the 
last few years gives little hope of much assistance in 
this direction. I speak not as an opponent, but as a 
member of the church. 

Prior to our war with Spain, our ministers — most of 
them — were vigorous and eloquent in their denuncia- 
tion of Spain for her cruel treatment of Cuba, and we 
heard much of the horrible cruelty of reconcentrado 
camps and the starvation of women and children. 
Brave words were then spoken, but how is it to-day? 
Do we not listen almost in vain for these same eloquent 
words in regard to the reconcentrado camps in south 
Africa, and, alas ! if recent reports be true, in the Phil- 
ippines ? 

Have our ministers lost their moral courage, and does 
cruelty no longer move us? Why this change, and why 
are we indifferent to cruelty now? If reconcentrado 
camps in Cuba, where women and children died, de- 
served condemnation, do not the same reconcentrado 
methods in South Africa and the Philippines deserve 
like condemnation ? But the deadening of conscience is 
one of the legitimate fruits of war, and is one of the 
most distressing signs of the times. . . . 

But if our ministers, with some notable exceptions, 
are proving false teachers along these lines, and the 
church is not doing its duty, let Christian people do all 
they can to set them right and also use other agencies in 
educating the people. In this I believe your Society is 
doing a great work. You say a life membership in your 
Society can be secured by the payment of twenty dol- 
lars. I enclose a money order for twenty-one dollars. 
You may apply twenty dollars of the amount to a life 
membership, and with the other dollar kindly send me 
copies of Ernest Howard Crosby's " War from the Chris- 
tian Point of View." Very respectfully, 

G. D. L. 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Nov. 25, 1901. 



